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wavering between the rationalist and empiricist viewpoint. Kant's Kritik 
der Reinen Vernunft und die Geschichte der Philosophie (pp. 510-532) : 
H. Romundt. - The distinction between the history of criticism and that 
of the system of science was rightly grasped by Kant, and also his own 
place in that former history, as the modern counterpart of Socrates, the 
synthesis succeeding dogmatic thesis and sceptic antithesis. Drittes 
Preisausschreiben der " Kantgesellschaft " (pp. 533-535) : The competi- 
tion for these prizes closes April 22, 1910, and has for its subject, " What 
are the real advances that metaphysics has made in Germany since Hegel 
and Herbart?" II Problema metafisico secondo Aristotle e I'interpre- 
tazione d'un passo della metafisica (pp. 436^450) : P. Eusebietti. - The 
passage is, Met. Lambda, 10, 1075, b 17-24. Jahresbericht iiber die Phi- 
losophie im Islam III. (pp. 553-563): M. Hoeton. -Die neuesten 
Erscheinungen. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

The following abstract is from the Athenwum for December 24 of a 
paper by Professor W. R. Sorley on " The Interpretation of Evolution," 
read before the Section of Philosophy of the British Academy at its meet- 
ing on November 24 : " The paper stated that the influence of ' The Origin 
of Species ' was not restricted to biology ; it extended to all the human 
sciences, and modified the philosophical attitude; through it emerged 
' the philosophy of evolution ' as (in Huxley's words) ' claimant to the 
throne of the world of thought.' The nature and validity of this claim 
require examination. The term ' evolution ' itself is used with a variety 
of emphasis, and even of meaning. Sometimes the reference is to the 
theory of natural selection introduced by Darwin and Wallace; at other 
times the reference is to the theory of Organic Evolution, which gained 
precision and verifiability from the doctrine of natural selection, but is 
much older than, and possibly independent of, that doctrine; at yet other 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 27 

times the reference is to the theory of Cosmic Evolution which, as worked 
out by Kant, and afterwards by Laplace, has a clear meaning only in 
application to inorganic nature. If evolution is to be set on ' the throne 
of the world of thought,' inorganic evolution and organic evolution must 
be somehow brought into line. The two processes have, as common char- 
acteristics, (1) continuity, (2) advance through antagonism, (3) alter- 
nating periods of stability and instability. But there is a prima facie dis- 
tinction between the operative causes — between the mechanical forces in 
inorganic evolution and the vital processes postulated by organic evolu- 
tion. The mechanical interpretation of evolution attempts to break down 
this distinction, and to account for vital processes in terms of physico- 
chemical process. But the difficulties in the way of this method of inter- 
pretation have not diminished during the last fifty years: (1) The origin 
of life remains an unsolved problem ; careful experiments and the advance 
of microscopical science have shown that abiogenesis does not take place 
in the cases in which it was formerly thought that it did occur — or might 
occur. (2) Physiologists are, on the whole, less satisfied than they were 
in Darwin's lifetime with the adequacy of the physico-chemical explana- 
tion of the characteristic activities of the living body. (3) The theory of 
natural selection gave an impetus to the mechanical interpretation; but 
natural selection requires non-mechanical factors on which to act ; and the 
rejection of the view that ' acquired characters ' can be inherited has made 
the mechanical explanation of heredity almost unthinkable. If these 
points are admitted, the explanation given by mechanical causation is 
seen to be incomplete; the external factors have to be supplemented by 
the internal principle of life. In virtue of this principle the organism 
develops and preserves a certain structure, and reproduces its like; per- 
haps the same principle also influences the direction of evolution in inter- 
action with environing conditions. Vital activity is therefore teleolog- 
ical, although the end which the organism realizes is not present to it in 
the form of idea. A vitalistic interpretation of evolution, however, is 
inadequate, because it leaves inorganic evolution out of account, and be- 
cause it has no theory of the adaptation of external to internal factors; 
the conception of unconscious purpose is besides full of difficulty. If a 
unified interpretation of the whole course of evolution can be attained, 
and if it is granted that mechanism is inadequate, it will be only by means 
of the conception of conscious purpose. The difficulties of this interpre- 
tation consist chiefly in the conflict of ends and the imperfection of 
adaptations. No detailed solution of these difficulties can be offered; to 
some extent they arise from an assumption which must be guarded 
against; the purpose shown in evolution does not realize itself after the 
fashion of human design, which works mainly in an external and me- 
chanical manner. In principle what is involved in the interpretation is an 
inversion of Spencer's postulate that ' we must interpret the more de- 
veloped by the less developed.' Observations on various aspects of the 
problem were made by Mr. S. H. Hodgson, Professor Bosanquet, and the 
president." 
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The program of the meeting of the Southern Society for Philosophy 
and Psychology held at Charlotte, North Carolina, on December 28 was 
as follows : " The Functions of the Anterior and Posterior Association 
Areas of the Cerebrum " Shepherd Ivory Franz ; " Tests with a Modified 
Binet-Buzenet iEsthesiometer," David Spence Hill ; " Voluntary Isolation 
of Control in a Group," Jasper C. Barnes ; " The Visual and the Joint- 
muscle Source of the Size-weight Illusion," Robert H. Gault ; " The Dis- 
crimination of Articulate Sounds by Raccoons," William T. Shepherd; 
" The Relative Value of the Affective and the Intellectual Processes in 
the Genesis of the Psychoses called Traumatic Neuresthenia," Tom A. 
Williams ; Informal Reports from Psychological Laboratories ; " The Con- 
sciousness of Meaning " and " Experiments on the Thought Process," 
Robert M. Ogden ; " The Psychology of Prejudice," Josiah Morse ; " The 
Concept of Laws of Nature," Edward E. Richardson ; " The Evolution of 
the Sense of Beauty from the Point of View of Genetic and Social Psy- 
chology," William D. Furry ; Address of the President : Subject, " The 
Concept of Evolution Among the Greeks," Albert Lefevre. 

The celebration of the eigth centennial anniversary of St. Anselm 
which was held on the twenty-first of last April at the church of Saint- 
Anselme at Rome has furnished the occasion to the Revue de PhilosopMe 
for an elaborate discussion of his personality and doctrines. The table of 
contents of the December issue is perhaps of interest as indicating the 
possibilities and limitations of such discussion. We quote it in full: 
" ' Saint Anselme, son temps, son role,' A. Dufourcq ; ' Le Milieu phi- 
losonhique a l'epoque de saint Anselme,' Comte Domel de Vorges; 
' L'Ecole du Bee et Saint Anselme,' A. Poree; ' Sur la question des sources 
d' Anselme,' A. Draseke ; ' La preuve ontologique de l'existence de Dieu 
et saint Anselme,' A. Lepidi ; ' La demonstration a priori de l'existence 
de Dieu chez saint Anselme,' J. Geyser ; ' Anselme et Gaunilon,' B. 
Adlhoch ; ' Les rapports de la raison et de la f oi dans la philosophie de 
saint Anselme,' E. Beurlier; ' La Theologie de saint Anselme,' J. Bainvel; 
' La Saintete en saint Anselme. Theorie et pretique,' B. Marechaux ; 
Notes sur les fetes du centenaire a Aoste." 

According to previous announcements, the American Philosophical 
Association held its annual meeting at New Haven, on invitation of Yale 
University and its department of philosophy, December 27-29, 1909. A 
report of the meeting of the Association will appear in a subsequent issue 
of the Journal. Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows : 
president, Professor C. M. Bakewell, of Yale University; vice-president, 
Professor A. O. Lovejoy, University of Missouri; secretary-treasurer, Pro- 
fessor E. G. Spaulding, of Princeton University; new members of the 
executive committee, Professor W. H. Sheldon, Dartmouth College, and 
Professor Norman Smith, Princeton University. Professor Frank Thilly, 
of Cornell University, was elected to fill the unexpired term of Professor 
Bakewell on the executive committee. 

Dr. Morton Prince, of Boston, will give at the University of Cali- 
fornia from January to April a course of lectures on abnormal psychology. 



